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Background 
The purpose of this report is to provide additional information to the Experts of the CEDAW Committee in their analysis of the Nicaraguan situation with respect to women’s rights, and to generate pertinent recommendations to the Nicaraguan Government and its compliance with its commitments. 
With respect to the obstacles for improving gender equality in Nicaragua and eliminating both de facto and de jure gender-based discrimination, two issues are particularly relevant: the alarming growth in gender-based violence in both public and private spheres, and the role of existing institutional mechanisms responsible for its elimination. 
Introduction 
During the last five years, the tensions mentioned in the Alternative Reports to the 4th and 5th official reports, have increased, due to pacts made between political parties. This has paved the way for the establishment of a two party system, an increase in corruption and the institutionalization of values that reinforce negative roles and stereotypes for women. The context for these events has been the establishment of an alliance among the most conservative sectors of the Catholic Church, represented by its hierarchy, and a continual disregard for the separation of Church and State. 
The most serious result of this alliance was observed in October, 2006, when the National Assembly, as part of the commitments made to the Catholic authorities and other religious groups in preparation for the November elections, repealed the article in the penal code referring to therapeutic abortions, despite the demands and protest of women’s organizations and broad sectors of the population. 
This decision was only possible with the concurrence of parliamentarians from the party currently in power, including among them the current Director and Sub Director of the national institution responsible for the advancement of women. 
The current situation of women 
The political and cultural structures of public institutions in Nicaragua is pervaded by discriminatory mentality, resulting in the absence of political will which is evident in the following ways: 
With less than 1% of the General Budget, the institutional mechanism for women’s advancement does not receive sufficient funds to effectively fulfill its duties, 
The autonomy and independence of women as subjects of law is not recognized; rather, they are still viewed in terms of their reproductive roles, and the concept of women is equated with the family. 

The open interference and influence of religious groups in the development of public policy. 
The existence of myriad institutional obstacles that affect women’s access to effective justice with equal rights. 
Gender-based violence 
Given the lack of political will and insufficient resources allocated to women’s concerns, the government is heavily dependent on international cooperation and women’s ngo’s, particularly with regard to addressing violence against women. 

The lack of protection and security for women is a growing problem, which affects women’s daily life at all social and economic levels, and it is expressed in physical, sexual, psychological and economic violence, and most recently, in the murder of women by men within the family circle. 

Aggressors enjoy virtual impunity, to the detriment of the personal integrity of women.  This has led to a reduction in women reporting violence to the judicial system, which creates a false perception that the problem is decreasing. 
In addition to the systematic impunity offered to perpetrators, and the disillusionment of victims, must be added the lack of effective and timely institutional responses, which leads to a more dangerous situation.  It is therefore it is no accident that femicide has increased in recent years. 
According to Police statistics, the number of femicides in Nicaragua has increased progressively between the years 2003 and 2005; During a six year period, (2000-2005) the number of femicides has more than doubled, from 29 in 2000 to 65 in 2005. During the same period, the number of cases of family violence and sexual crimes reported to the police has more than tripled. 
In December 2003 the new Penal Processing Code entered into effect, and although the period for the resolution of cases has been reduced, more that half of the cases of the sentencing in penal material are absolved, in detriment to women’s physical integrity, there have been documented instances where mediation has been used inappropriately cases of sexual crimes.  
The main obstacles for women to obtaining effective and timely access to justice are lack of institutional safeguards, political party based control of the justice system and its susceptibility to corruption, 
The National Assembly is about to approve a new Penal Code which represents a further setback to the protection of women’s rights.  For example the current article which safeguards “The Protection of Personal Integrity” includes physical, emotional, social and moral aspects, will be referred to only as “Physical and Sexual Protection”, which leaves unregulated acts of violence that affect emotional and social dimensions.  Moreover, the approval of the Equal Rights Law has been impossible to achieve, because of pressure from Catholic Church and Evangelical denominations that have attempted, among other things, to reduce the term gender to a biological interpretation, denying the social-cultural construction of the concept. 
Conclusions

Nicaragua has not complied with the commitments made with regard to human rights.  The basic principles of the Social State of Law are being continuously violated. Women are not considered citizens in the broadest sense of the terms, rather, only in terms of their reproductive role. The violation of their rights is expressed in economic, labor, social and political spheres, since they are excluded from participation in fundamental decisions. 
Therefore, we reaffirm our belief that it is necessary to struggle against authoritarianism and the tendencies to close the political system in order to achieve the full emancipation of women and the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women. 
Recommendations:
1- The reinstatement of therapeutic abortion in the national legislation.
2- The approval of an Equal Rights Law, as mentioned in the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women. 
3- The approval of a Penal Code which takes into account the personal integrity of women, as well as the reform of the current Penal Processing Code. 
4- To maintain the current rights with regard to formal equality contained in the Nicaraguan Political Constitution. 
5- Approval and ratification of the Optional Protocol of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women
